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Are You Ready for a 


STRIKING 





SUMMER? 


The upcoming summer is 
shaping up to be a hot bed | 


1 QUIT! ...Vvehadit!... 
Pm leaving you, Gx#s! 


of labour activity, with oc- | Bg 


Ccupations, blockades, 
lockouts and strikes gear- 
ing up or already in prog- 
ress. At the forefront of 
this struggle is one of Can- 
ada’s most militant unions, 
the Canadian Union of 
Postal Workers (CUPW) 
who face one of the hottest 
seasons in their history. 
The postal workers have been ea- 
ger for contract negotiations for quite 
some time now but have been con- 
tinually offset by Canada Post, a crown 
corporation, who have used the time 
bought to lay off workers and whittle 
away at the union’s power base. 
This comes at a time when the un- 
ion is working to re-stablize itself after 





see Striking Summer on page 2 
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Our Birthday! 


Hey, Issue number one-hundred at 
last ... and we never thought we’d 
make it this far! Ecomedia has been 
around for a while and plans to be here 
a while yet. In the future look forward 
to some design and feature improve- 
ments in the bulletin and some hot hot 
see Birthday on page 4 
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EVENTS LISTING 
FOR ACTIVISTS 


Poll Tax 
Pulled 


. But it's Prison 
for Protestors 








The British government, bowing | 
tomass working class pressure, has 
announced it will abandon attempts 
to implement the unpopular poll tax. 
The tax, introduced by former Prime 
Minister Thatcher, would have re- 
placed the old tax system whereby 
people pay a rate in relation to their 
wealth with one in which all people 
pay relatively the same amount, ir- 
relevant of their income. 

The strength of the movement 
which defeated the tax layed in its 
broad working class community 
base and its employment ofa diverse 
variety of tactics and actions often 
falling outside the parameters of le- 
gality. 

Upon institution of the tax, grass- 
roots anti-poll tax groups sprung up 
in working class communities across 
England and Scotland. A primary 
slogan of this newly created move- 


see Prison for Protestors on page 3 
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GREEN OR GREED? 


be the marketing scam of the 

century. Their enormous popu- 
larity would seem to be a sign of anew 
environmental consciousness 
amongst consumers and business too; 
yet some Toronto activists have dug a 
bit deeper and found that all is not 
‘green’ beneath the surface. 

Loblaws is owned by George Weston 
Ltd., a huge multinational with annual 
sales of almost $11 billion. George 
Weston Ltd., is owned by Wittington 
Investments, which controls billions 
more from the Weston family’s Asso- 
ciated British Food’s empire. 

As Wittington Investments is pri- 
vately held, public information about it 
is hard to come by. On the Board of 
George Weston Ltd., however, you 
can see who engineers and profits 
from monopolistic agribusiness prac- 


L oblaws Green Products may well 





tices. Director Mark Hoffman is for- 
merly ofthe World Bank, whose looting 
policies in the developing sector make 
it one of the institutions most re- 
sponsible for engineering world fam- 
ine. Simon Reisman of Weston’s Ex- 
ecutive Committee was the principal 
negotiator of the Canada/US Free 
Trade Agreement, which willcomplete 
the destruction of Canada’s family 
farms. Richard Currie, the president 
of Loblaw Companies Ltd. is also a 
director of Imperial Oil. Weston’s Chief 
Financial Officer, Robert Kidd, is a 
director of Canadian operations for 
the shadowy international financiers, 
Credit Suisse. 

Riding reign over all this is W. Galen 
Weston, Chairman and President of 
George Weston Ltd., Chairman of 
Loblaw Companies, Weston Foods, 
Weston Resources, Holt Renfrew, 





Officer of the Order of Canada, Direc- 
tor of the Imperial Bank of Commerce, 
Associated British Foods and polo 
fan. Galen is the third generation of 
Weston to manage this empire, andis 
described by the Financial Post as 
one of the “power elite”. 

Weston controls Loblaws, Zehrmart 
and Fortino supermarkets. They also 
control fisheries on both coasts and 
E.B. Eddy’s timberland and pulp mills. 

If your concern for the natural envi- 
ronment is manipulated to enhance 
the power of multinationals itis worse 
than useless. The alternative is to 
support local food cooperatives, and 
family farmers, that is, if you can find 
any. And certainly don’t go out of your 
way to pick up ‘green products’ at 
Loblaws. (This article was condensed from an 
anonymous leaflet which urged a boycott of 


Green Products) 


Long Striking Summer? 


—continued from page 1— 


overcoming an attempted raid by the 
less militant Letter Carriers Union of 
Canada (LCUC) in early 1990. Attempts 
by CUPW to reach a permanent peace 
with the LCUC have failed, which has 
led to some serious questions about 
LCUC’s role in the current difficulties 
facing CUPW. 

One of the newest difficulties has 
come in the form of a power hungry 
bird of prey. In this case it’s the U.S.- 
based International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers (IBEW), a con- 
servative business union who are 
preparing for what, ifsuccessful, would 
be the largest raid in Canadian labour 





history; a move initiated by IBEW 
leadership, who are hardly democratic 
or representative of members 

This is a tough feat under almost 
any circumstances, but the IBEW 
leadership has chosen its victims 
weakest moment. Not only have they 
been worn down by layoffs and a 
previous raid, but are finally going to 
enter contract negotiations which will 
almost inevitably lead to a strike or 
lockout to win the union’s demands. 

This would amount to one of the 
toughest and most crucial strikes in 
recent history. Not only would it be a 
fight for trade unionism as a whole, 
but a fight for survival for a more 
militant form of unionism. Perhaps if 





workers received grass roots support 
from other workers and community 
members we could show that power 
can come from below and that, 
standing together, we don’t have to 
lookup tohierarchical powers. Maybe 
we’d start looking out to other work- 
ers, seeing common goals and or- 
ganizing together as one big union... 
But visions aside, what’s needed is 
some practical and moral support. If 
you’re willing to help please attend the 
first planning meeting for Strike Soli- 
darity on Tuesday, May 28, 7pm at 
861 Broadview, or contact OPSEU 
local 595 at 588-9090, leave name & 
number for Barry to get yourself on a 
contact list of supporters. Solidarity! 
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Protestors i in Prison 


continued from page 1 


ment was ‘don’t pay - don’t collect’. 
Despite threats of fine or imprison- 
ment, nonpayment took place on a 
massive scale. 

Over fourteen million people in 
England and Scotland did not pay. 
People disrupted the registration 
process by refusing to register and by 
mailing in incorrect information. Some 
workers assigned to deliver registra- 
tion forms refused to do so and others 
attempting to make the deliveries were 
chased out of communities. In Britain, 
a noon news broadcast was inter- 
rupted by a pirate radio message urg- 
ing people to join the mass campaign 
of nonpayment. 

In Scotland, where local councils 
used bailiffs to collect from non-pay- 
ers, communities organized, mobiliz- 
ing entire neighborhoods to prevent 
collection. In the village of Somerset 
of Bishops Lydeard, where the council 
sent bailiffs to collect from 54 non- 
payers, people guarded all roads en- 
tering the village with pickets and then 
barricaded the roads leading into the 
two estates slated for collection. 

In the South Wales 
town of Barry, lo- 
cals thwarted 
bailiff plans 
for- col- 
lec- 






















tion by showing up atthe bailiff offices, 
gluing up locks and slashing the bail- 
iffs’ car tires. 

Local councils responsible for set- 
ting poll tax rates were a primary focus 
of protest. Across England and Scot- 
land protestors stormed council 
meetings and held regular pickets. In 
Cambridge, the city council’s poll tax 
office was fire-bombed and left cov- 
ered with anti-poll tax graffiti. 

Massive demonstrations challeng- 
ing police control of the streets swept 
have also swept throughout both 
countries. On March 31, 1990 over a 
quarter of a million people took to the 
streets for an anti-poll tax demon- 
stration which planned to end in Tra- 
falgar square. However, not long after 
arriving, police attacked and the 
demonstrators responded with a bar- 
rage of bricks and bottles. When po- 
lice finally cleared the square, running 
battles with police in surrounding 
streets ensued, continuing well into 
the night. All in all, 396 people were 
arrested on the spot. 

Both government offi- 
cials and middle class or- 
ganizers attempted to 

blame the violence on ‘a 

small band of hooligans, 

hell bent on destruc- 
tion’. Members of the 
militant tendency 
even offered to 
provide police with 
names of the 
‘troublemak- 
ers”. The truth 
is, itwas nota 


1991 








minority which physically challenged 
the police and the destruction was not 
undirected. Participants in the dem- 
onstration have said that working class 
cars and shops were carefully avoided 
while posh shops and cars were gut- 
ted and looted. The fact that the South 
African consulate was the target of a 
fire attack also discredits claims that 
the attacks were indiscriminate. 

The British government responded 
to this show of working class strength 
and community power by brutally at- 
tacking and arresting demonstrators 
while orchestrating a public relations 
campaign aimed at downplaying the 
resistance and criminalizing and 
depoliticizing the actions of the poll 
tax resisters. 

Subsequent to the Trafalgar Square 
demonstration, the police went 
through over 30,000 photographs and 
90 hours of videotape footage of the 
demonstration. Armed with this foot- 
age, a special riot prosecution squad 
began working to arrest and prosecute 
mass number of demonstrators. Many 
have since been arrested. 

Over a hundred people have been 
given custodial sentences. Many more 


have received lengthy jail terms ranging 


upto 4 years. Most of these stem from 
the events at Trafalgar Square. How- 
ever, thestate’s use of the courtsystem 
has not been limited to those partak- 
ing in street demos. In March of this 
year two people were charged and 
sentenced to 30 days imprisonment 
for refusing to pay the poll tax. This 
prosecution was an obvious attempt 
tosetan example aimedat intimidating 
those thinking about non-payment. 
Large scale arrests for non-payment 
would have been impossible given the 
numbers refusing to pay. 

Defeat of the poll tax has taught us 
many lessons. It has demonstrated 


continued on page 4 
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CALENDAR 


Friday, May 24th and Saturday, | 
May 25th: A symposium, march and 
cultural show commemorating African 


Liberation Day. A symposium featuring | 


world renowned Ngugi Wa Thiongo takes 
place at 6:00 p.m. on Friday at Bickford 
Park High School, 77 Bloor Street (outside 
Christie subway). A march will be at 1:00 
p.m. on Saturday beginning at Eglinton 
and Marley and ending at Bickford Park 
High School. The cultural show will take 
place at 5:00 p.m. following the march. 
Tickets are $5.00, for more information 
call 650-1029 or 736-7921. 

Saturday, May 25th: Abortion- No 
woman should have to pay. Ademonstra- 
tion sponsored by the Ontario Coalition 
for Abortion Clinics is scheduled for 12:00 
noon at the Ministry of Health, Bay and 
Wellesley. For more information phone 
969-8463. 

Sunday, May 26th: 2nd Annual Punx 
Picnic. 2:00 p.m. at Trinity-Bellwoods Park 
(Queen and Crawford). A show follows at 
the Silver Dollar (College and Spadina) 
featuring Crisis of Faith, One Blood, Armed 
and Hammered and Mr. Nobody. 

Monday, May 27th: Papua Merdeka 
- A new video release about the hidden 
genocide on the island of New Guinea. 
8:00 p.m. at the Euclid Theatre 394 Euclid 
(at College). Also showing...East Timor: 
Betrayed But Not Beaten. 

Tuesday, June 4th: Squatters Film 
Night - Videos on the Francis St. squat 
eviction and of a youth squat in Copen- 
hagen. 519 Church Street Community 
Centre at 8:00 p.m. Free. 


TT TF RCT C 


Ecomedia is an international "wire service" that acts as an alterna- 
tive to regular news services. We focus on news and often cen- 
sored information on autonomous and anarchist resistance and 
analysis of current events. 

Ecomedia Toronto is a local office involved in three main 
Projects: a radio show every Wednesday on CKLN 88.1 FM 
between 7 and 8 pm on the "Word of Mouth" program; also another 
radio spot, Uppercut, at 12:30 pm Tuesdays on CIUT 89.5 FM; and 
the bulletin in your hands, published bi-weekly and free atlocations 
around the city. Subscriptions are $18/yr (26 issues) mailed 
monthly to cut costs. Order from the address on the front. Make 
cheques or M.O 's payable to Ecomedia. 


‘ROM Tries To Pass The Buck 


Every so often the Ecomedia mail-bag is spiced up by a truly surprising letter 
or notice. This week we were honoured with a notice from the Royal Ontario 
Museum. It seems someone at the ROM isn’ttoo happy with our use of theterm 
“the ROM Eleven”, used to refer to the eleven African activists who were 
charged in demonstrations against the racist “Into the Heart of Africa” exhibit 
[due to go to trial in November]. The ROM claims that “the use of the phrase 


| ‘ROM Eleven’ is misleading. The Museum made no complaint against these 


eleven individuals, this was a police department matter. The charges stemming 
from last summer’s ROM injunction, which was simply to keep protestors ata 
certain distance from the Museum entrance, have come and gone.” 

Need we remind the ROM that countless opportunities were given to them 
to meet with the Coalition for the Truth About Africa, all of which were not met 
upfront, and therefore the demonstrations had to continue. Need we remind 
them that no one would have been out there demonstrating if they had listened 
to the African community to begin with. Need we remind them that the 
demonstration was attacked regardless of the distance, African people were 
kept clear from the exhibit whether or not they had anything to do with the 
CFTA, and that due to all this the ROM is equally responsible for the situation 
which led to the arrests of the ROM Eleven ... and so you will still hear that term 
again here in Ecomedia’s pages. 

Official institutions often have this insidious way of delegating responsibility 
away from themselves; first they let the dogs loose and then they say the dogs 
are to blame for your wounds. 


Poll Tax 


Continued 








Birthday Blues 


Continued 





the power that working class people 
have when we organize. lt has shown 
us that communities can be places of 
power. However, the struggle is far 
from over. 

The British state is using its court 
system as a method of counterinsur- 
gency. Itis attempting to destroy what 
has become a large movement of 
resistance. 

The Trafalgar Square Defendants 
Campaign has been set up to support 
those imprisoned and those still to go 
to trial. They are in need of support. 
Write them - T.S.D.C., c/o Haldane 
Society of Lawyers, Room 205, Pan- 
ther House, 38 Mount Pleasant, 
London WCIX OAP (Tel: 071-833- 
8958). 





radio forthe summer. But getting down 
to the hard reality, this issue was en- 
tirely funded out of our members 
pockets. It wouldn’t have come out at 
all without our own money! And, fact 
is, NO more issues can come out 
without funds! Times are tight and 
there’s lots of other worthy causes to 
donate to, you name it, but those who 
can, shouldremember Ecomedia, send 
us a little birthday present or some- 
thing, maybe a subscription ($18 a 
year) and help us keep this ol’ rag 
coming out. THANKS! 

P.S. Thanks to all the Uppercut listen- 
ers who pledged to CIUT 89.5 FM 
during our show, it’s always nice to 
know you’re out there. CIUT’s funding 
drive continues ’til Sunday May 26. 


